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I am writing to recommend Gabriel Alves, who worked as an intern at Valuedate over the past 3 
months, between June and September 2026, demonstrating a level of autonomy and 
responsibility that clearly exceeded what would be expected at this stage of his career. 

From the outset, Gabriel showed a remarkable ability to adapt to tools that were entirely new to 
him, such as Django and Playwright, as well as to a large and complex codebase, without any 
structured onboarding process. He became productive within days, a learning pace rarely seen 
in an intern. 

This autonomy was evident from the very first project assigned to him. Gabriel identified and 
fixed several issues entirely on his own, including an authentication bug within his first days, and 
implemented improvements at both the UI/UX and backend logic levels, notably correcting the 
encryption method used for messages sent to a vault, which had been incorrectly implemented 
using symmetric encryption for that use case, and which Gabriel corrected to asymmetric 
encryption. 

It was also Gabriel who, on his own initiative, introduced the use of Playwright to the team, a 
framework that has since been adopted on another internal project (Concierge), reflecting an 
impact that clearly extended beyond the scope of his own work. 

Throughout the internship, he also stood out for his critical thinking oriented toward user 
experience, putting forward concrete improvement suggestions, such as proposing that certain 
interface filters be made reactive, updating only the relevant data instead of requiring a full page 
reload. 

Alongside the technical component, Gabriel communicated clearly at all times, both in his pull 
requests and by showing quick availability to organize a video call to walk the team through 
setting up and running the tests he had developed, ensuring continuity of the work even without 
his direct involvement. 

The point I most want to highlight, however, is the full responsibility Gabriel took on for the test 
suite of two separate projects, 1partilha.com and Concierge (https://con.cierge.app), from 
defining the testing methodology and structure through to execution, always with complete 
autonomy and no need for direct supervision. In practice, this represented a level of ownership 
we would normally only expect from someone with already consolidated experience, not from an 
intern in their first professional experience. 

I recommend Gabriel for any team or project that values genuine autonomy, accelerated 
learning ability, and real technical responsibility, qualities that, in my experience, are hard to find 
even in more senior profiles. 
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